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INTRODUCTION

Grant prospecting is the process of searching out possible grant makers for your
organization, your programs, and your capital needs. Grant makers can be private
foundations, community foundations, a company-sponsored foundation, or local, state, and
federal governments. The keys to successful grant prospecting are:

= Preparation

= Planning

» Understanding prospective grant makers’ priorities
= (Cultivating grant makers

There are many different places to find grant makers (explained in detail later in this
chapter, pgs. 4-21), and many different ways to search available, free and subscription-
based databases. Experience matters, and the more often you employ prospecting
strategies, the more competent you will be at using them. One thing that will remain the
same throughout your prospecting work is the language (i.e. keywords) you will use to
describe your organization and its programs.

Grant prospectors use a number of different styles and techniques to find appropriately-
aligned grant makers (i.e. their priorities and giving history are a good fit or match for your
organization’s needs). For example, one prospector may do a mass search to look for all
prospective grant makers at once, resulting in a large amount of output, while another
prospector may focus solely on one particular facet of your organization (a specific
program or capital need) to search through a much smaller database of possible grant
makers. Combining these methods is an effective way to canvas the many databases
available.

Grant prospecting is a labor-intensive art. There is no way to shorten the amount of time it
will take you to search for grant funding prospects. Prospecting for one specific program
for your organization could take 5-10 hours while prospecting for all of your organization’s
needs could take 20 hours or more. Do not let this dissuade you from the possibilities that
will come from grant prospecting. Within each of those searches could be the grant maker
who will fund your organization’s new program for the next three years. That fact alone
should help push you through the long hours of prospecting.

Every year, thousands of grant makers change their giving priorities and methods. One
year a grant maker may choose to fund new human services projects, and then, due to the
economic climate, it may decide to not fund any new projects the following year. To better
understand giving trends (which play a major role in all prospecting work), you need to
have an understanding of philanthropy across the United States. One of the best resources
for trends data is the Foundation Center. A recent report can be found at
http://foundationcenter.org/gainknowledge/research/pdf/fgge11.pdf.
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The annual giving report released by the Giving USA Foundation each year is another
reliable resource for philanthropic trends. According to the 2010 annual giving report,
charitable contributions have risen by 3.8% to an estimated $291 billion. Religious
organizations around the country garnered the most funds, receiving 35% of the total
contributions; religion has received the largest share of contributions for the last 56 years.
Giving for “education” (5.2%), “health” (1.3%), “public-society benefit organizations”
(6.2%), and “arts, culture, and humanities” (5.7%) rose slightly over previous years, while
giving to “human services” and “religion” remained steady. These figures prove to
nonprofits around the country that even in a recession, the indomitable spirit of giving of
the American people will not be swayed.

We believe the numbers underscore the fact that giving remains a core
American value. Over the past decade, philanthropy has held its own in spite of
two recessions, terrorism, wars, and a series of devastating natural and man-
made disasters. Adjusted for inflation, total giving exceeded $280 billion a year
every year for the past decade and surpassed $290 billion in six of the last seven
years. This tells us that despite personal and economic hardship, Americans
remain steadfastly committed to each other and their communities.
Philanthropy is at the heart of who we are as a society, and it is undeterred, if
occasionally deferred by hardship.

~The Giving USA Foundation

Following the philanthropic trends each year will help your organization prepare for the
future of giving. Prospecting based on trends is the first step to locating and securing new
funding for your organization and its programs. A significant amount of time should be
spent prospecting the possible grant makers and determining how well your organization’s
needs fit into their giving priorities.
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PREPARATION

You will need a few tools to help you get started in grant prospecting. At the end of this
chapter, you will find:

= Grant Prospecting Questionnaire
» Organization Summary Sheet

= Grant Prospect Worksheet

= Grant Prospect Database

We will discuss using these tools in turn, but the first two are critical to your grant
prospecting preparation.

Step 1: Know Thyself

The first thing you need to do is identify the areas that your organization serves. Make a list
of the states, counties, and communities that you serve. This will be used in searching
databases to find grant makers that are currently giving in the areas your organization
serves. It is important that you are honest in the scope of your organization’s work so you
capture the best matches for your needs. Use the Grant Prospecting Questionnaire to gather
your data, and use the Nonprofit Organization Summary Sheet to detail your findings. Keep
these documents available as you prospect.

Step 2: Know What You Need

The next step in prospecting preparation is understanding what types of support your
organization needs from the possible grant makers. There are many different ways for a
grant maker to provide support for your organization from paying for staff and hosting
conferences to purchasing land. However, most funding comes through operating support,
capital support, and program development. Operating support is a grant to an organization
for day-to-day operating costs or to further the general work of an organization, rather
than for a specific purpose or project (also known as unrestricted funding). Capital support
is most commonly given for specific capital campaigns that involve building construction or
acquisition, land acquisition, renovations, remodeling, or the rehabilitating of a property.
Program development grants provide funding for a specific purpose or project (also known
as restricted funding). The Foundation Center provides a listing and definition for all types
of support at http://foundationcenter.org/getstarted /tutorials /fcsrch adv/tos2.html.

Step 3: Prioritize Your Needs

The final step in prospecting preparation is listing your organization’s funding priorities
and the keywords to use when searching for those priorities within databases. In many
search databases these are called the “Fields of Interest”. There are literally thousands of
possibilities in the fields of interest and too many combinations possible to list them all
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here, but the table below presents a few examples of possible keywords and the types of
organizations or programs to which they are aligned:

Organization Type

Possible Keywords

Organization that provides food to the
elderly in their homes

Food services, food distribution, aging,
elderly services, disabled, economically
disadvantaged, etc...

Organization that provides education
services to children 4-18 years of age

Youth services, education, children services,
youth development, child development,
etc...

Organization that provides shelter and food
to homeless men, women, and children

Adults, children services, youth services,
food distribution, economically
disadvantaged, homeless, human services,
housing/shelter, etc...

Each keyword may also have many different sub-keywords within it. For example, in the
Foundation Directory Online (discussed in detail in the next section of this chapter) the
“youth development” keyword has 23 different sub-groups to help target your queries to
return the best possible matches for your needs. Keywords should not only focus on your
organization’s mission but also on the people your organization serves. For example, if the
organization in the third example in the table above also serves people with alcohol or drug
addictions, those groups should be an additional set of keywords selected. Keyword
selection is a critical part of the prospect process and should not be taken lightly. Given the
amount of grants possible and the varying amounts of projects that grant makers fund,
each keyword could likely provide hundreds of possible funders for your organization.

Take time to prepare adequately for your prospecting work; the more time you put into
preparation, the better your results. You must understand how, why, and where your
organization provides services to prepare properly. You may want to keep a notepad handy
to keep track of your keyword combinations. Each prospector will develop his/her own
prospecting strategies through trial and error, but as long as you have the “how, why, and
where” of your organization, the prospecting process will be much easier.
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HOW TO SEARCH GRANT DATABASES

Now it is time to start the grant database search process. Ensure that you have all of the
information you gathered during the preparation process within reach. A good strategy for
searching is to familiarize yourself fully with the organization or the particular program
that you are going to prospect. This will help you avoid backtracking and reading up on
something that you may have missed in the preparation process. During the search process,
keep track of the keywords that you have used so that you do not spend valuable time
prospecting the same keywords repeatedly. Also, many of the databases have similar
keyword options, so keeping track of your keywords could become a valuable timesaver.

Two other tools will be helpful to you in this process: the Grant Prospect Worksheet and
Grant Prospect Database (GPD). Use the Grant Prospect Worksheet to keep detailed notes
about each of the most relevant grant makers you find. Use the GPD at the end of your
prospecting work to list all of the potential opportunities. This can be a useful tool for
reporting your work to the executive director or Board of Directors.

The databases highlighted in this chapter are either free or subscription-based: Foundation
Directory Online, Grant Spy, GrantStation, Christian Foundation Grants, Urban Ministry,
Grants.gov, AFI Grants Navigator, Fundsnet, and the Chronicle of Philanthropy. The maxim
“You get what you pay for” rings true in this case: the best and most up to date databases
cost the most money (some more than $1,000 a year). Check with your local library to see if
they have purchased subscription-based databases for community use. Many libraries in
larger cities provide a committed computer for grant prospecting, and some have
professionals available to help.
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Foundation Directory Online (FDO):
http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/fundingsources/fdo.html

The Foundation Director is a subscription-based database. To begin searching, first you
must login to FDO. Then click on the “Search Grants” tab on the opening page.

»,
+e - . . .
*ele% FOUNDATION DIRECTORY ONLINE
+1+* FOUNDATION CROTESSIOMAL
CENTER T
elp A t My FDO
% Upgrade Subs [ searcn [ searcn |[  search Grants Search 990s
+ FAQs
#+ Search Tutorial
+ Guided Tours
+ Discount Book Mall
# Free Newsletters
# Tell a Friend
+ Blog
# Contact Us Search 9 databases at oncel
Grantmakers - Companies « Grants « 9908 « Nows « Jobs « RFPs « PubHub HEEE
Map of Cross- . N N
Border Giving Get the Most Out of Foundation Directory Online
Free for Get the most our of your Foundation Directory Onfine subscription by leaming tips
Frofessional and tricks for finding funding prospects. The free class Introduction to Finding
subscribers: Funders will teach you how to create customized searches to develop lists of
Access the prospective foundation and corporate donors that match your organization's
:'_PU":"-‘\’,"U"' p— funding needs. Register now for classroom sessions coming up in June at our
B::‘d:; 'G,r:,e,\.: :gpnzn Dfm"ou,. atlanta, Cleveland, Mew York, San Francisco, and Washington libraries as well as
Professionsl subscription. See| Salisbury, MD, and several locations in Louisiana. And if you're not near any of
arants from U.S. those locations, you can attend the live webinar. Learn more and registers

For all of the search options, the view index link is the easiest way to input information into
the dialog boxes. In the next window, click on the view index link under “Recipient Type”
and do a thorough search under all letters for similarities to the keywords that you
identified during the preparation process.

Power Search Search s Search C i Search Grants | Search 990s

Search Grants A saved searches  Last Search
Upgrade Subscription
Grantmaker Name

.
+ FAQs
e storial Grantmaker State
# Guided Tours viaw ind
# Discount Book Mall Recipient Mame
# Free Newsletters N ne
+ Tell a Friend Recipient Location
+ Blog State fCountry
# Contact Us

County

City

Metro Area
Congressional District

ZIP Code

Reciplent Type
Subjects
Types of Support

Year Authorized (v From: To:

Keyword Search
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Next, look under “Recipient Location” and fill in the information: the state your
organization is located in and the counties your organization serves. Then, click on “Types
of Support” and put in the necessary information utilizing the view index link. You must put
in the years of grant giving that you would like to search, then click search. You will receive
a list of all the grant makers that funded projects similar to your organization in your local
area. These funders are the most likely to give to your organization because they have a
history of giving in your area and will most likely do so again. Place the most relevant
matches into the GPD, and move on to the next step. Do not search for grants authorized
more than five years ago. This will likely skew the results with foundations that may no
longer exist.

>

o RN FOUNDATION DIRECTORY ONLINE
CENTER -

| Power Search

Search Companies Search Grants Search 990s

Search Grantmakers H saved Searches . Last Search
Upgrade Subscription o
== Grantmaker Name
B Grantmaker Location
Guided Tours

State

Discount Book Mall
Free Newsletters County
Tell a Friend
Blog City

Contact Us
Metro Area

Congressional District
ZIP Code
Fields of Interest
Types of Support
Geographic Focus
Trustees, Officers, and Donors
Type of Grantmaker
Total Giving b o Frarn: To:
Keyword Search

[[] Exclude grantmakers not accepting applications.

SORT BY
'::-. Total Giving (® Ascending

O Toral Assets
(%) Alphabetic

(") Descending

Next, click on the “Search Grantmakers” tab. You will notice this tab has similarities to the
“Search Grants” tab, but the search titles and parameters are slightly different. Also, utilize
the view index link in this tab to increase the viability of your searches. Click on the “Fields
of Interest” view index and search through the alphabetical listing of all of the topics and
click the ones that are closest to the keywords that describe your organization’s interest. (It
should be noted that it may produce a very large amount of grant makers to look through
one-by-one. To alleviate this, limit the searches to a couple of fields of interest at a time.)
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The next step is to put in the same “Types of Support” that you listed under the “Search
Grants” tab. Next, put your organization’s state into the “Geographic Focus” dialog box. If
your organization is larger than a community nonprofit, choose “National” in the view index
section as well. Moving on to the “Types of Grantmaker” section, choose community
foundation, company-sponsored foundation, corporate giving program, and independent
foundation. This will allow you to get the most accurate results from your search query.
Click the “Exclude grant makers not accepting applications” if you would like to disregard
the grant makers that are not accepting unsolicited proposals. (According to the majority of
grant makers, they do not update their fact sheets as often as they should and this
information may be incorrect. The best thing to do if it matches your organization’s
programming is to place it into the GPD, and add a note beside the foundation’s name to
indicate you need to verify their guidelines and information.)

As an example search, | have chosen a nonprofit that serves the elderly or aging. This
nonprofit is only looking for capital and operating support, and I have chosen the four
types of grant makers listed above. After clicking “Search”, I can see that there are 31
results from this particular search query.

July 2011

*,
* e
$ete?, FOUNDATION DIRECTORY ONLINE
* e
+*+* FOUNDATION At
CENTER )
Power Search | Search Grantmakers ( Search Companies Search Grants | Search 990s
Results: 1-31 of 31
Search Within Results Search
(hide quided search)
0
Fields of Interest:
2ging, centersfservices J Print/ Save Records S Print/Save List 55 Export Uist S8 Save search ) Modily Search
Types of Supports [GrantmakerName |y, state | Total Giving
G I ti r
0,*22.';:.‘}":.';;2?53""° [0 Ak steel Foundation West Chester, OH $13,774,537  $1,618,763
v
. [] Beecher Charitable Trust, Cleveland, OH $1,897,899 $93,000
Geographic Focus: Ruth H., The
hio "
|:| Biederman Charitable Pittzsburgh, PA $621,306 $39,429
Type of Grantmaker: Trust, Fred
Independant foundation or [] Bruening Foundation, Eva  Cleveland, OH $51,654,376  $2,584,514
orporate giving program L. and Joseph M
or Company-sponsored
foundat!on or Community [[] Bryan Area Foundation, Bryan, OH $12,796,065 $280,702
foundation Inc.
i [J cleveland Foundation, The Cleveland, OH $1,807,423,508 $75,003,898
Narrow Your Results
Community Foundation of  Youngstown, OH $8,299,295 $1,195,218
Grantmakers O the Mahoning ¥alley
Grantmaker State
ra.?'.'h“:,a(z:.j * O IDeﬁance Area Foundation, Defiance, OH $2,246,672 $287,174
ne.
|:| Fairfield County Lancaster, OH $21,488,741  $1,272,889
v B Foundation
Mebraska (1]
Mew Mexico (1) [] Finnegan Foundation, John  Celumbus, OH $4,560,708 $151,000
Mew York (1)
Total Givi
o*sg::g“é?:?to $249,999 [[] Foundation of the Cincinnati, OH $1,278,417 425,378
(8) Cincinnati Academy of
Medicine, The
[[] Gerstacker Foundation, Midland, MI $145,930,303 $8,181,668
Rollin M., The
e — I:l Gross Foundation, Inc., Albany, MY $134,802 $16,496
-"bj_"'U'J_'L'U:_::g"O Ronald & Grecia, The
[[] HCRManorCare Foundation, Toledo, OH $2,321,690 $148,817
s Inc.
Appllca(i;t;;s Accepted [] Klotz Private Foundation,  Cincinnati, OH $102,364 $5,750
es e
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After clicking on the individual foundation, FDO will show you a synopsis of where the
foundation is located, contact information, why it was created, the area in which it gives,
the foundation’s supporting activities, the types of support they provide, the methods of
applying for support, a listing of officers and trustees, the total amount of money within the
foundation’s accounts, and grants that they have provided to other organizations—this
section details how much was given, to whom it was given, what type of support it was, and
most importantly what type of programs or organizations the grant maker funded. All this
information should assist you in deciding whether or not this particular grant maker is a
good prospect for your organization or if your time would be better spent elsewhere. If the
foundation is a good match, this page can be helpful in completing you GPD. Below is a
small sample of the provided information.

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY ONLINE

PROFESSIONAL

Next Record»
Close Window

AK Steel Foundation

Copyright @ 2011 Foundation Center

Limitations

Purpose and Activities
Program Area(s)

Fields of Interest
Geographic Focus

Types of Support
Application Information
Officers and Trustees
Staff

Financial Data

Additional Location
Information

Selected Grants

Type of Grantmaker
Company-sponsored foundation
IRS Exemption Status
S01(c)(3)

Financial Data

(yr. ended 12/31/09)

Assets: $13,774,537

Total giving: $1,618,763

EIN

311284344

990-PF

2009 2008 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Additional Contact Information

Application address for scholarships: ¢fo Middletown Community Foundation, 36
Donham Plaza, Middletown, OH 45042, tel.: (S13) 424-7369; URL:
http:/fwww.mcfoundation.org

Online Communications

AK Steel Scholarships

Donor(s)

AK Steel Corp.

Kawasaki Steel Investments, Inc.

Profile Last Updated: 2/3/2010
Jump To At & Glance Map Grants
Additional Contact AK Steel Foundation -y
Information 9227 Centre Pointe Dr.

Onlina Communications West Chester, OH 45069-4822
Donor(s) Telephone: (513) 425-5038
Background Contact: Alan H. McCoy, Exec, Dir,

Tools

[ E-mail

= Print/Save

D Add to My Alerts

Tag this record:

+ Choose from your tags
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If you have made it to this point and believe that this grant maker would be a good match
for your organization, click on “Map Grants” in the upper right corner. It will provide a map
of the United States that shows the states in which the grant maker has awarded funds to
organizations. As you can see in the example below, the AK Steel Foundation has awarded
funds in many states, but its primary focus is on Ohio.

AK Steel Foundation wPrevious Recard | I\;.I-I

] $o00pmte yeEmses I V100000001 319,5959%9 [ 20,000,000 and Crver

Mg Parameters: Recgpiert Types: Al Vears: 2004-2010

At this point, since my sample nonprofit is in Ohio, I click on the state of Ohio. I then get a
by county break down of where this foundation has funded organizations. This tool is
essential in determining if this particular foundation will fund your organization. As you
can see from the example, AK Steel Foundation funds more projects in southwestern Ohio
than elsewhere in the state. If my organization is in that area or very close to it, the
probabilities of this foundation supporting your organization rise dramatically.

AK Steel Foundation aPrevious Recard | Mot

Copyright € 2011 Foundsation Center
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[ have chosen AK Steel Foundation to go into my GPD, but I do not know how much funding
would be appropriate for my sample nonprofit to ask them for, in the proposal. There is no
formula for deciding the appropriate amount. You must “feel” out the foundation and their
giving amounts. One method to see how much they have given to organizations similar to
yours is to use the “Chart Grants” function on the upper right-hand side of the fact sheet.

If you find a foundation that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the
foundation’s information on a Grant Prospect Worksheet. Similar to the majority of the
online databases discussed in this chapter, it will take time to learn how to navigate and
use FDO properly.
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GrantSpy: www.GrantSpy.com

GrantSpy is a subscriber service and can be used to search for federal, state, and foundation
grants across the country. For this example, a search through foundation grants will be
used, but the search function is the same for each type of search. First, login to GrantSpy.

IERS: My folder | Federal grants | State grants | Foundation grants | Bulleting | Loginfout

G ra nt Spy The grant seeker’s intelligence source since 2003.
My folder

My profile | Cancel subscription | Renew subscription | Change credit-card | Rewards for Refamals

vour folder is currently empty. Click on the button beneath any grant summary to save it in your folder,

Next, click “Foundation grants”. For searching in GrantSpy, there is a category dialog box
that has a listing of many different focuses for your organization to use. Limit the use of too
many keywords at one time to allow for easier prospecting. Ensure that you click on the
circle beside “any words” to allow for better results related to your query, then click search.

SUBSCF Iy folder | Federal grants | State grants | Foundation grants | Bulleting | Logindout

G ra nt Spy The grant seeker’s intelligence source since 2003.

Funding opportunities from foundations, corporations, & charities

Region: | Ohio (OH) s

Deadline: O pending O open Onfa Oclosed & any

Category: Elderly, disabled e @

Keywords: aging @ any words O all words O exact phrase

Alphabetical order: | A~

The results produced will show funder names, a summary of why the foundation was
created, and what the foundation’s support focus is. If the foundation has a website where
more information can be provided, it is shown here as well. GrantSpy has a “Save in my
Folder” function that will allow you to save the foundations that you believe to be a good
match for your organization.
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SUBSCRIBERS: My folder

G ra nt Spy ."Ths grant seeker’s infelligence source since 2003.

Subscribe Sample News Resources Research F.AQ. Help

Funding opportunities from foundations, corporations, & charities
Region: Ohio, Deadline: any, Category: Elderly, disabled, Keywords: aging, Results: &

MetLife Foundation

Corporate Contributions (Health, Education, Culture, Civic affairs)

The Foundation was established to support educational, health and civic
and cultural organizations. Our goals are to strengthen communities,
promate good health and improve education. Requests are accepted and
reviewed throughout the year. (1) Health, To help people make more
informed decisions about their health, grants are directed toward national
health promotion and education initiatives, substance abuse prevention,
youth health and fitness, healthy aging and research on Alzheimer's
disease, (2) Education. As part of our commitment to education, we
provide support to improve the education system, include the classroom
teacher in the process, involve parents and provide children with
resources and opportunities they need to succeed. (3) We provide grants
to a vanety of cultural organizations throughout the country. (4) Civic
Affairs. Foundation grants help to address the challenges that face
children, families, minority groups, and the disadvantaged by supporting
programs that create affordable housing, increase after-school programs
and improve community services,

apply for the 2010 Museum and Community Connections Program by
October 15, 2010.

Open

More information oo

Archstone Foundation [CA]

Preparing society to meet the needs of an aging population

The Foundation's mission is to prepare society to meet the needs of an
aging population. This mission is accomplished through strategic initiatives
and responsive grantmaking. The Foundation’s funding priorities are Fall
Prevention, Elder Abuse, End-of-Life, and Responsive Grantmaking. During
the planning and early stages of the Foundation's strategic initiatives, the

Eederal grants | State grants | Founds

on grants | Bulleting | Login‘oud

If you find a foundation that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the

foundation’s information on a Grant Prospect Worksheet.

July 2011 14



GRANTS PRIMER:
How to Find Grants

Justy,rite

solutions

GrantStation — www.grantstation.com

GrantStation is a subscriber service that can also be used to search federal, state, and
foundation grants from around the country. (The sample search from previous databases
will be used.) After logging in to GrantStation, for this example, click on “U.S. Charitable
Giving” (located on the left side of the page).

GrantStation.........um

Welcome to GrantStation, Member!

Homea
As a full Member of GrantStation, you not only have access to compret ve listings of numerous grant
Return to Main Page announcements but you will al=0 receive the weekly e-newslettar, the GrantStation fnsider, evary Monday
R The Member Banatits BUon below will [et you review all of the benefits avallable 1o you as a GrantStation
enew

Member at a glance

You may 3150 wantto lear more about grant research, grant writing or grants managemaent by clicking on
the Cinfing Training button below.

Mernbership

Bul out 3 doubt, you will wani to read more about our Partner Programs. These turnkey programs
< | enable you to enhance your organization's brand and provide valuable resources for your constituents
Search

Member Benefits hlmm;m Partner Programs
s,
Charitable Giving

Funding Snapshots

Updaied weekly, these funding opporunities provide a snapshot of what GrantSiation can offer

U.5. and International Funders

E s Tides Foundation: Death Penalty Mo VFund
Search Terms [l E The Death Penaity Mobilization Fund supports strategic collaborations of nonprofit
= organizations warking to abolish the death penalty at the state andior federal levels
WHAT'S POSSIBLE

Next, click on advanced search (located in the middle of the page).

Y
Grant Statlon Your tast track to funding

Search
Home U.S. Charitable Giving

Returm 1o Main Page

uranlmave assocnallom wi
government funding agencies.

Renew ranlmak 0 programs; anda ||m| ed selection of federal and slal.e

tmakers that consider letters of ingquiry, sals from a
&, (Drganizations that award only $chal ed in the
database)
Search Each grantmaker prafile is date stamped (althe bottorn of the profile) so users abways know when the

Information was last ted

Using the U.5. Charitable Giving Database

There are two methods thal Members can use 10 access grantmaker prafiles in the LS. Charitable Ghing
database

+ Search by Funder Hame allows Members to research a particular funder's
This process is descrbed below

ing program.

* Adv »d Search allows Members 1o search using a specific |'eugrdph ¢ Focus by
felecnnq fO‘\'\ among 161 areas of interest and 33 types of support. To leam mare, visit the

Advanced Search page.

Search by Funder Name

h by Funder Marme fu,
for those grantrmakers

specific type of keyword search and only returns funder
W search word(s) in their organization narme

who are already familiar with a specific grantmaker ier a keyword from its name Into the
d below. The results will be fitered to include onby grantmakers that keyward in their
names. The search is not case sensiive. For example if Members are looking for the "Hasbro Children's
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The advanced search function for GrantStation then will walk you through three steps to
start your search. The first step is the “Geographic Focus,” or the state that the grant maker
distributes funds. The second step is the “Areas of Interest”. Much like FDO, GrantStation
provides many examples that you can “check.” Although, there is a limitation in that you
can only “check” three areas of interest. The last step is selecting the type of support that
your organization is attempting to have funded. This also utilizes the check boxes like the
previous steps. (The “Types of Support” in GrantStation are worded differently than in
other databases; you should carefully consider the type of support you choose.)

GrantStationN ... c......c

Search Results

ity Foundation of the Mahaoning “alley Range Mot Available
Getting Started David Meade Massie Trust $1,000-$20,000

Doarminion Foundation $1,000-%15 000

After clicking on an individual foundation, the database produces a synopsis of what that
foundation chooses to fund and how to contact them. If you find a foundation that seems to
be a good match for your organization, place the foundation’s information on a Grant
Prospect Worksheet.

GrantStation... ... ..

Search Results

Community Foundation of the Mahoning Valley
11 Central Sguare

Primary Contact:
Ms. Patricia Brozik
eS|

Geoographic Focus:
Mahening Valley
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Christian Foundation Grants (CFG) — www.christianfoundationgrants.com

The CFG database consists of funders that have given and will give to religious purposes,
and like FDO it is a subscriber service. This service should only be used in conjunction with
another database service due to the limits in foundation searches. The search functions on
this site are very similar to FDO, therefore it is very important that you save your keywords
and other information from the preparation phase. To begin your search, you must login
using your subscriber information. After you are logged in, click the “Advanced Search”
button in the middle of the page.

foundatian name for  quich search or click on
'BOVENCED $E3rCh’ (0 Search the entire atnbale. Click
on 'Fezgurce Library' to access temptates and acadional
Infarmation

EMAIL NEWSLETTER

Email Airess *

The search section is broken down into dialog boxes that must be selected. This search
section uses the same terms for everything except the keyword section. The keywords
must be typed in and not chosen from a list. For this sample search, the same example from
FDO will be used.
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MNew Mexico
New York
Nerth Carolina
Morth Dakota
Ohia

Geographic Focus: G

Advanced Search wote: any fisld may be left blank. click for search instructions

state: Select one or more states whe

(Enter all or part of & foundation or city name)
Hame
City:

|Submit Search| |Reset Selections |
1 here Foundations may be located and click on the ‘add-»' button

A —=——
 —: - r— |
[ 1
W[ 1

focus their grants. For example, a Foundation may be located in Mew

complete list

aging, centersfzervices

ork, but make gran ad one or more areas and click on the ‘Add' button
Oregon A , Ohia
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico ,
—
Rhode Island ——
South Carolina | L
Type of Support: Select one or more Types of Support and click on the ‘add-»* button
Grarts to individual A . Capital Campai
In-kind gifts 1. support
Ircome ——
i | m——
Intemship funds )
Land i X ( )
Foundation Type: Select one of more Types of Foundations and click on the 'add-»* butten
Operating foundati q _ . Ci ity F.
Public Charity Comp: Sp d Four
— Corporate Giving Program
1 Inds d dati
[ 1
Fields of Interest: Enter 3 field of interest in the textbox below . Examples include tatholic agencies, Yyouth services, etc. Click for 3

of keywords

|Submit Search| [Feset Selections |

You will notice the dialog box labeled “State” is empty. This is left empty because many
foundations fund organizations outside of their home states; therefore, selecting a state
would only limit the search. When the search query loads, it will come back with a listing of
all the foundations in the database that match the keywords you entered. Because
thissubscriber service is more limited than FDO (and less expensive), the search query will
produce far less results. By clicking on the individual foundation names once the search
results are produced, you will bring up a short synopsis of the foundation (much like FDO).

If you find a foundation that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the
foundation’s information on a Grant Prospect Worksheet.
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Urban Ministry — www.urbanministry.org

Much like CFG, Urban Ministry is a database filled with

GRANTS PRIMER:
How to Find Grants

foundations that have given or are

willing to give to religious programs. However, unlike CFG, Urban Ministry is a free service.
The first step is to go to the website and click on the “Christian Grants” tab at the top-right

of the page.

Jr

Usermame/Email

UrbanMinistry.org = ~cope

100,000 Resources for Serving Urban Communities

Browse All ¥ Volunteers | Org a
Find Opportunities | Find Jobs Learn Blog

Wiki  volunteer Training

Find: | Content

Social Justice Causes  Courses in Urban Ministry

w

Advanced Search
Featured

rteering.org  City Vision College  TM Corps  Christian Grants  Christian Jobs  More ¥

Create account

Sermon Downloads

3]

l’Lu..e 326

¥ Got atleast TWO
m“ years of college?
65 |

iPhone App

Browse Content

] What is TechMission?
This inspirational video explains the problems in our current society and what
TechMission is doing to address them.

15 Decreasing Poverty the best way to Reduce Abortions?

those clazsified as poor, finds an analysis conducted by the nonprofit Guttmacher
Institute and published online today in the journal Ohstetrics & Grnecalagy .

Read mao

issh
Yy
- -
s =
=
i Ay strengthen community bonds and take sustained action. Since 2005, millions of
] ARl oeople have given of their time, talent and resources to help in recovery efforts to

build and repair hormes, schools, shorelines, playgrounds, parks and lives, And now,
with the gulf coast reeling from its second disaster-driven blow in five years, the
region's largest city was not just the natural choice to host the 2011 gathering—it was
the anly choice.

MNational Conference on Volunteering and Service
The gulf coast keenly understands the importance of volunteering and service to

Read more and discuss

Abortion rates fell among most groups of women between 2000 and 2008, except for

re and discuss

Read more and discuss

More 3 Human Resources
o - Fund Raising Basics
Opportunities ) Counseling in the City

£ (10655)
5 ons (2004)
Webcasts (33)
Podcasts (213)

Wolunteer Profiles (24970)
Consultants (100)
Organizations (11245)

Newsletter
Select: [ |ypanmnistry org v
Email: oy

Upcoming City Vision College Courses

City Vision College is an accredited distance
learning college designed to equip urban
ministry leaders. Each course lasts & weeks &
takes about 15 hours of study time per week.

Summer Term - May 30

History of Urban Missions
tonprofit Administration

Drugs of Abuse

Because this is a free service, the database does not have the number of foundations
provided by subscriber services and searching is more difficult. For a faster and easier
search method, click on “Grants” under “Browse Content”. Next, type in the geographic
focus of your organization and one keyword from your preparation notes. Search the
results to locate any possible foundations that have interests similar to your organization.
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Usemame/Email

or login with

_!_.IrbanMinil_g.__trly_q_rants

[T | Organizations

f [ Church
Search for Vol

Recruit Yol 3

Find: | Grants v

Free Christian Grants Directory

[(find grants ][ training ][ discounts | books ][ lirk

[F]%] 3]V

| Recruit Staff | Get Grants | Get Nonprofit Discounts |

More options

Lo§ in
Creats sccount Lorps,
| | vy City.
Nonprofit College Courses |

Search Christian Grants, In-Kind
o i t DI

P

Search

More options

Click a term to initiate a search.

Type of Funder Geographic Focus
Christian United States (1380)
Local (475)

Global (62)

Annual Giving

Less than
$100,000 (831)

-§
million (116}
Greater than $10

Christian Grants and Faith-Friendly Foundations

Subscribe to Ministry Grants Newsletter
& News Feeds

Email: Subscribe

Latest Christian Grants (R55) 8
Fundraising Training & News (Rss) EJ

Take Fundraising Courses from City
Vision College

City Vision College is TechMission's
accredited distance leaming college
designed to equip urban ministry leaders.
The following CFRE-approved courses will
develop professional fundraising and

If you find a foundation that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the
foundation’s information on a Grant Prospect Worksheet.
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Gra nts.gov — www.grants.gov

Grants.gov is a free service showing all the grant opportunities the federal government
releases. The first step is to click on “Find Grant Opportunities” on the left side of the page.

-
—
L=

System Maintenance alert
The Grams.goy Producton and
ATOT enviranments will underage
mamtenance the weekend of June
11th,

For mare information Click here.

FOR APPLICANTS

Applicant Login
Find Grant Gpportunities
Get Reglstered

APPLICANT 8YETEM-TO-
SYSIEM

FOR CRANTORE
ABOUT GEANTS.GOY
HELP

CONTAGT UE

SITE MAP

If you do not have a
option is to click on

GRANTS.GOWV"

’

E
Map  Help Cdrss

Find. Apply. Succeed. Succeed
Newsletter
Grants.gov m your source to EIND and APPLY for federal grants, The U5, Departmint
of Health and Human Services is proud to be the managing partner for Grants.goy, an
it that s havieg an unparallided egpact on the grant commurity. Lien mon:
about Grants.gov and determing if you are eligible for grant opportunities offered on
this sate.

Inks

Blog

Grants.qov doss nat provide persanal financial assistance. To lnarm whers you may
find personal help, check Government Benefits, Student Loans and Small Busingss
atart-u ns.

Update-to-date
irfarmation on the
...... e

Eaatan Sarivn

Recovery Act Grant Upgortunities

Archived Webinars

What's New at Grants.gov

Hew Opportunities This Waeek

Fead the Latest Quarterly "Succead” Newslatter

specific opportunity that you heard from a colleague or email, the best
“Advanced Search”. The searching options for Grants.gov are limited to

dialog boxes; ensure you search through each one and click on the option that most closely
resembles your organization or what type of funding you are searching for. (When
searching, always “check” the box for “Open Opportunities”. This will allow only
opportunities that are currently available to appear in the results.)

-
_—

System Maintenance Alert
The Grants.gov Production and
ATO7 environments will undergo
maintenance the weskend of June
1ith,

For more information Click here,
FOR APPLICANTS
Applicant Login
Find Grant Opportunities
Basic Search
Browse by Category
Browse by Agency
Advanced Search

Subscriptions

Get Registered

Apply for Grants

Track My Application
Applicant Resources

Search, FAQs, Userguides and
site infarmation

APPLICANT SYSTEM-TO-
SYSTEM

GRANTS.GOV®

Vg

Search  ContactUs  Site Map  Help FJRSE

Home % For Applicants » Find Grant Opportunities

FIND GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

All discretionary grants offered by the 26 federal grant-making agencies can be found on Grants.gow.

¥ou do not have to register with Grants.gov to find grant opportunities. However, once you are ready to spoly for a grant,
you will need to Get Registered. This process takes 3-5 business days up to 4 weeks if you experience any difficulties.

Search Grant Opportunities

Search by keyword, Funding Opportunity Number (FON] ar

B. & h

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number, CHMRELEL >
Search by a variety of categories of funding activities. Browse by Category 3]
Search from a list of agencies offering grant opportunities, Browse by Agency e}
Search by more specific criteria such as: Funding Instrument

Ad d 5i h

Type, Eligibility or Sub-agency. WAL >
Search for Recovery Act Opportunities. Find Recavery Act Opportunities b
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This will likely produce many results that must be read through individually. The best
option on this site (along with many others), is to join the mailing list that will supply you
with opportunities in your email on a daily basis. Join the list at:
http://www07.grants.gov/applicants/email subscription.jsp.

If you find a foundation that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the
foundation’s information on a Grant Prospect Worksheet.
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AFI Grants Navigator - http://grantnavigator.afisystems.com

Grants Navigator is a subscriber service that produces grant opportunities from the Federal
government. Its search functions are easier to use than Grants.gov, but it is not free. The
website is arranged to allow you to save your information so it does not have to be entered
each time you search, and has dialog boxes to choose all the information. After logging in,
choose your agencies “Funding Eligibility”. This is what type of organization you are
searching for: nonprofits, schools, higher education centers, etc. The next step is to choose
which funding agencies’ opportunities to search through (the best option here is to choose
“all agencies”). Next, choose what type of funding your organization is looking for (below is
a breakdown of the categories):

Federal Funding Categories
Search will include all funding categories by default, or you can refine the search by selecting specific categories.

Click for available Categories »

[ agriculture O arts

[ Business & Commerce O Cammunity Development

[ consumer Protection [ pisaster Prevention & Relief
O Education O Employment, Labor & Training
O Energy O Environment

[ Food & Mutrition [ Health

O Housing O Humanities

[ tncome Security & Social Services [ Information & Statistics

O Law, Justice & Legal Services [ matural Resources

[ others [ recovery sct

O Eegional Development O science & Technology, RED
O Transpartation O Transportation

Search for Grants

Much like Grants.gov, this search will produce a lot of results. Do not let this dissuade you
from prospecting out federal grant opportunities. Federal grant opportunities may be
difficult to apply for, but the grant awards are usually much larger than those from private
foundations.

If you find a foundation that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the
foundation’s information on a Grant Prospect Worksheet.
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Fundsnet - www.fundsnetservices.com

Fundsnet is a free service that breaks down grant opportunities into categories for ease of
prospecting. However, the results must be looked through carefully to ensure the grant
maker is willing to provide funds in your area.

Home | Suggest Link | Contact Us

Serving the Nonprofit

Fundsnet Services

.com

Grants Fundraising.com | Puerto Rico Directory | Airline Fares Blog.com | Free Fundraising Kit | Fundraising Directory | Free Fundraising Kit

I

Qur Fundraising & Grants Directory is provided at no cost to our wisitars, Since 1996 Fundshnet Services has provided Grantwriting & Fundraising resource information to th

their programs & initiatives. - We welcome you to Fundsnet Services.

Fundsnet Sections

Art Foundations
Art Councils
Canada Foundations = Children, Youth & Family Grants
Children Foundations = Community Foundations
Education Grants
Environment Grants
Fundraising Articles
Fundraising Books
Fundraising Directary
Fundsnet Shopping
Fundraising Ideas A Health, Wellness & Research
Free Fundraising kits A Human Services Grants
Fundraising Programs
International Grants
Lesson Plans A public - Society Benefit Grants
Posters = Religion Grants

S:hola.rsh\ps @ Social Justice & Society Grants
Statistics & Research
Waomen Grants ) gratistics & Research

A snimal & wildlife Grants

“ Curriculurn & Lesson Plans
= Education 2 Literacy Grants
=y Foundation Directory

= Government Funding

A International Grants & Funders

3 arts & Culture Grants

= Community & Economic Development
= Computers & Technology

@ Disability Grants

A Environment & Conservation Grants
= Fundraising Resources

= Grantwriting Resources

@ HIV/AIds Prevention

@ Hunger & Homeless

A Lating Grants

= Regional Grants & Resource Sites
= Scholarships - Financial &id

@ Sports Grants

A women Grants

Fundraising Programs Latest Additions

Much like other free grant databases, Fundsnet does not provide the number of results or
types of search options that the subscription-based databases provide. However, it is still a
viable database that should be used in conjunction with other grant databases.

If you find a foundation that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the
foundation’s information on a Grant Prospect Worksheet.
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The Chronicle of Philanthropy — philanthropy.com

The Chronicle of Philanthropy is a subscription news service for nonprofit organizations. It
provides print and digital copies of the latest nonprofit news, fund-raising success stories,
management advice, grant announcements, and job opportunities. On the website there is a
free subscriber service that will allow you to see limited sections of the website and receive
emails everyday filling you in on the most recent news in the nonprofit world. These news
stories will allow you to track philanthropic trends in real time. If you find a foundation
that seems to be a good match for your organization, place the foundation’s information on
a Grant Prospect Worksheet.
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OTHER PROSPECTING OPTIONS

While other methods (Google, Bing, etc.) may produce viable results for your needs, they
are simply unreliable. More often than not, you will find limited results or grant
opportunities whose deadlines have already passed. However, when conducting grant
prospecting you should utilize all tools available to you. Conduct a few searches using these
search engines, but do not spend large amounts of time on them.

WRAP-UP

There are many positives to using subscription-based databases for grant prospecting.
They are updated frequently, allowing you to see the grant maker’s most recent giving
priorities and grant proposal submission information. They also show you whether or not
the foundation is currently active—knowing if the grant maker is still functioning is
important because you do not want your organization to waste valuable resources
preparing proposals for grant makers who will never review your request. They capture
hundreds of thousands of foundations, maintaining highly-detailed information such as up-
to-date contact information. Cultivation is fundamental in grant seeking, and this database
functionality allows for easier grant cultivation and streamlines the submission process.
Depending on your organization’s budget, subscription-based databases may be out of
reach. However, the benefits of the subscription services far outweigh the negatives of free
online databases. Free databases are just too limited in their result outputs and may have
outdated information that can be detrimental to the grant prospecting process.

As you get started on your prospecting journey, remember to keep all of your prospecting
preparation materials at hand. Maintain lists of the keywords you use. Allow yourself
ample time to do a thorough search. It takes time to get into the rhythm of prospecting, but
with experience you will help your organization yield measurable gains in grant revenue.

Remember:

= Preparation

= Planning

» Understanding prospective grant makers’ priorities
= (Cultivating grant makers

July 2011 26



@ GRANTS PRIMER:

jllSt Prospecting Tools

solutions

GRANT PROSPECTING PREPARATION QUESTIONNAIRE

Grant Funding Priorities

Why is this (or these) the priority and how did you come to that decision?

Problem Statement

Solution Statement

Why are you best suited to solving this problem?

July 2011 Grant Prospecting Questionnaire
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How Project Relates to Mission

GRANTS PRIMER:

Prospecting Tools

Key Words

Constituency Groups

Total Estimated Project Cost $

Project Timeline

Personnel S

Facilities Used/Required S

July 2011
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Supplies or Equipment Needed S

Current Partners and Their Roles

Are any partners considered project leaders? Which one(s)?

Potential Partners

What foundation or corporate board contacts do you or your partners have?

July 2011 Grant Prospecting Questionnaire
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With which foundations or corporate boards are you and your partner organizations’ boards
familiar? Which are already dedicated to other projects?

List any fraternal groups, social clubs, or professional organizations to which you or your
partners belong.

July 2011 Grant Prospecting Questionnaire
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ORGANIZATION SUMMARY SHEET

Summarize the population that your organization serves, how they serve that population, and where they serve
them. Make it brief yet informative. Keep this information at hand for the entire grant prospecting process.

July 2011 Organization Summary Sheet
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GRANT PROSPECT WORKSHEET

Date:
Potential Grant Provider Information
Name

Address

Email

Website

Contact Person

Financial Information
Grant Amounts Given The
Previous Year

Is This Funder a Match for Funder Your Organization
your Organization?
Interests 1. 1.

2 2

3. 3

Geographic Focus

Type(s) of Support

Population(s) Served

Application Information

Initial Approach (letter of
inquiry, formal proposal)

Deadline(s)

Board Meeting Date(s)

Notes:

Follow-up:

July 2011 Grant Prospect Worksheet
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